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Brent

Full Council — 11 July 2022

15t Labour Group Motion

A Food Justice Strateqgy for Brent

Full Council notes that:

We are seeing a national food poverty emergency borne out of political choices and
systemic failings from successive governments since austerity began in 2010. Recent
Food Foundation data has recorded 7.3 million adults and 2.6 million children in UK
households going without food or physically unable to get food in the past month

a)

b)

d)

Food poverty should never be seen as inevitable: from 1997 to 2010 poverty
reduced significantly,* showing that with sufficient political willpower these issues
can be tackled.

The UK is in the midst of an economic recession, compounded by a cost-of-living
crisis as energy bills soar, and the end of the £20 uplift to benefit payments. Food
aid organisations are already far busier than before the pandemic, and they are
braced for a steep rise in demand in the months ahead.

The result is an increasingly institutionalised food aid infrastructure, effectively
now part of the welfare system. This system is subsidised by the public to the
tune of hundreds of thousands of pounds in Brent alone. Food aid organisations
act as a critical safety net for anyone unable to make ends meet — including those
receiving all the benefits they are entitled to and many who are in work and still
experiencing crisis.

The long-delayed Government Food Strategy was lauded as the plan to help
address this growing crisis. It was supposed to lay out a vision for how we create,
enhance, and protect sustainable food supplies. However, even the
government’s own lead advisor Henry Dimbleby, whose review of Britain’s food
system formed the basis for the document, said the White Paper did not amount
to a strategy and could mean even more children going hungry.

The pandemic disproportionately impacted Black and racially minoritised
communities in Brent. It underscored the injustice of food poverty for thousands
of residents across the borough who were dependent on food banks and other
forms of charitable food aid (including food parcels and vouchers from the

! (for instance the Institute for Fiscal Studies notes that the number of children in relative poverty fell by over 1.1 million from
1997-2010)



f)

9)

council) for their day-to-day survival. As a result of the Covid-19 pandemic, there
is a mushrooming of newly established food banks, and other forms of food
support for vulnerable people provided by mutual aid groups, businesses and
faith groups many of which still remain active.

Brent Labour stood on a local election manifesto to develop a ‘Right to Food’
pledge to confront spiralling food poverty by bringing together existing food aid
organisations, growers, and other stakeholders to address rampant inequalities
in accessing affordable, culturally appropriate, nutritious food in Brent.

A Brent Right to Food Summit was held in March 2022 at Cardinal Newman
Catholic College with the participation of multiple Borough stakeholders,
including Sufra NW London, Granville Community Kitchen, Brent Growers and
Brent CVS. The Summit clearly reflected widespread concern over the urgency
of tackling the ongoing food emergency, both nationally and locally in Brent.

Full Council also notes the work that is already being done to address food
insecurity across Bent, including:

a)

b)

C)

d)

f)

The appointment of Brent Council’s Food Justice Cabinet Champion.

The commitment in Brent Council’'s recent Health and Wellbeing Strategy to
‘work with partners on a food strategy’ for our Borough.

The identification in the Health and Wellbeing Strategy of potentially positive
food-related initiatives, ranging from healthier catering commitment to rolling out
Incredible Edible schemes; diabetes prevention programmes, and guaranteeing
a fair job for a fair wage across the food sector.

The publication in July 2020 of the Brent Poverty Commission’s Report which
included sections on food poverty, recommending that the Council ‘supports the
future sustainability of food aid agencies in the borough including by further
developing community garden schemes’.

The continuing efforts by local mutual aid groups, the Brent Food Aid Network,
Growing Brent, among countless others to mitigate food insecurity across our
Borough.

The celebration in March 2022 of a Brent Food Summit aimed at identifying the
various solutions and coordinating effective responses to the food injustices in
the Borough.

Full Council therefore resolves to:

a)

b)

Declare Brent a Right to Food Borough, joining other local authorities across the
country calling for the Right to Food to be enshrined into national law.

Request the inclusion within a Cabinet Member portfolio of responsibility for co-
developing a Brent Food Justice Strategy with representatives of local food



d)

e)

security stakeholders, aimed at addressing the structural causes of food poverty
and inequality in Brent.

Strive toward a Brent without food banks, where food aid is drastically reduced
to an emergency response to crises through ‘cash first' solutions such as the
scaling up of welfare advice services across the borough, as well as improved
access to welfare assistance grants, school meals and supermarket vouchers for
anyone in need. We want an end to normalising emergency food aid as a routine
form of addressing food insecurity.

Support existing food aid providers through the allocation of land and suitable
premises to establish or improve access to urban agriculture, community food
gardens, social supermarkets and community kitthens among other initiatives;
and ensure market space is available — especially in or near areas of deprivation
— to distribute nutritious, affordable and culturally-appropriate food to local
residents

Work towards a ‘Right to Food’ dimension when formulating policy so that food
becomes part of the Council’s decision-making equation.

Councillor Ryan Hack
Brondesbury Park Ward



